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Pleaseamendclaimsl.7, 30, 32, 35 and 



Docket No.: RPC 0575 PUS 
Serial No. 09/921,762 



add new claim 40 as follows: 



comprising: \ 

a s W e ,L, integrally fomed wift a ^ ^ ^ s;de ^ ^ ^ 

surface has a ,arger than the ^ ^ ^ 

a drag „„ f0 U on a „ „ ponion ^ ^ boitom ^ ^ 

p— d ™ d of an y r peripheral support surface of the ^ ^ sjde 

— ^ - a ,op surf L of , he sMe wa] , wouM comac( ^ outer p ^ 
support surface of a like crateWked thereon, 

wherein a portion ofanW surface of the side wall at the first .stance 
-.the hottom surface is ^dVeduce the dimension of the crate o P enin g in at 
least one selected area so as to P rovid\a tighter fit with „ „ 

*Y ngnter tit with a drag rail of the like crate 
stacked thereon. x 



7. .AMB^ , , r h ,, ng ^ ttansportfas 

\ y comprising; * 

a side wal, iV egraIly formed ^ a ^ ^ ^ 
a drag rail Lading fro m an underside ^ rf ^ 

surface, the drag rail including a drag surface «,.t • * , 

* rag surface that , s the lowermost surface of the 

crate, wherein an inner surfaceVf the side wall is form^ , • ■ 

\ al1 ,s tomed to Position at least a 

port,on of the side wall over the draV rai i 
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30.\ (AMENDED) The crate of claim 7 wherein the drag rail protrudes 
downward from the underside portion of the bottom surface inward of the outer edge 
of the crate, trie side wall meeting the bottom surface at a lower corner of the crate, 
the side wall further including a contact surface on a lower edge of the side wall 
adjacent to and outward of the drag rail at the lower corner, the contact surface 
dimensioned so as \g rest on a top surface of a side wall of an identical crate. 




32. (AMENDED) First and second identical stacked crates for holding and 
transporting products each comprising: 

a side wall integrally formed with a bottom surface, an inner surface of the 
side wall moving outwardly from a vertical plane as the side wall extends upwardly 
from the bottom surface to Warge an opening of the crate at a first distance from the 
bottom surface, at least one selected area of the side wall at the first distance from 
the bottom surface comprising Aportion of the inner surface of the side wall formed 
to reduce the dimension of the cratfe opening at the at least one selected area; 

a drag rail extending from ab underside portion of the bottom surface, the 
drag rail positioned inward of an outer peripheral edge of the crate; and 

the first crate supported on a top surface of the side wall of the second crate 
with the drag rail of the first crate positioneckinward of the side wall and the at least 
one selected area of the second crate so as to provide a tighter fit between the drag 
rail of the first crate and the at least one selected a\ea of the second crate. 
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3^ (AMENDED) A stackable crate for holding and transporting products 
comprising^ 

a plurality of side walls generally perpendicular to and integrally formed 
with a bottomVsurface, an inner surface of each of the side walls moving outwardly 
from a vertical ©lane as the side wall extends upwardly from the bottom surface to 
enlarge an upper opening of the crate at a first distance from the bottom surface, at 
least one portion onan upper edge of each of the side walls being vertically aligned 
with at least one portion of a lower edge of the each of the side walls; and 

a drag rail fomied on an underside portion of the bottom surface and 
positioned inward of an\>uter periphery of the lower edges of the plurality of side 
walls, 

wherein a portion oft the inner surface of at least one of the side walls is 
formed to reduce the dimension of the upper opening of the crate in at least one 
selected area at the first distanc^from the bottom surface so as to provide a tighter 
fit with a drag rail of an identical crate stacked thereon. 



Please add the following new claim: 
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40. (NEA\fy The stackable crate of claim 1 wherein the drag rail protrudes 
^Mownwardly from tire underside portion of the bottom surface and wherein the drag 
rail includes drag surface that is a lowermost surface of the crate. 
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